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minutes of the session where the decision of the Committee
was recorded in detail were signed by His Majesty, but the
decision was never carried out. The Committee also stated
that the arbitrary rule of the administration, in general, and
"the extraordinary and reinforced rule," so-called, in par*
ticular could not be tolerated. That rule was proclaimed
early in the '8o's as a set of temporary regulations and has
persisted until this very day, expanding geographically and
growing in scope. Nothing, however, was accomplished in
this direction. Finally, the Committee declared that the
Jewish problem must at least receive a definite solution and
that there was no solution except a gradual abolition of the
Jewish disabilities. The Committee also advocated the
idea that the Jewish question, in view of its acuteness, could
not be solved without the participation of representatives
from the population which lives now in contact with the
Jews or which, with the abolition of the anti-Jewish restric-
tions, will be brought in close contact with them.
Seeing that no serious measures would be taken as a result
of the decree of December I2th, I hastened, to His Maj-
esty's visible satisfaction, to put an end to the activities of
the Committee of Ministers in pursuance of the decree.
Thus, a measure which could have become a blessing for the
country proved useless, if not harmful. It clearly demon-
strated to the intelligent classes that the Emperor and his
Government were either unable or unwilling to grant re-
forms*
In the meantime, Prince Svyatopolk-Mirski lost his pres-
tige in the Emperor's eyes and was succeeded by Bulygin, an
apathetic, upright man and mediocre statesman, who owed
his appointment to the fact that he had previously served
as assistant to Grand Duke Sergey Alexandrovich, the Mos-
cow General Governor. Shortly before, at the suggestion
of Baron Frederichs, Minister of the Court, General Tre-
pov was appointed Governor-General of St. Petersburg.